Letter from Leander Harris to Emily S. Harris, September 24, 1864 by Harris, Leander, 1833-1912

Transcription:
Base Hospital 10" A.C.
Near Broadway Landing Va.
Sept 24" :/64
My Dear Emmy.
I received a long letter from you today, 
bearing the date 17" inst. In reply to mine of the 7", and if, as
you say, they made you low spirited, you are at least even with 
me, for yours have had that effect on me. I did think, that I 
would not write till I heard from you again, but still I feel 
as though I must write to you, even if I cannot make you as happy 
as I should wish. I do not recellect what I wrote in the letter that 
you refer to, and perhaps it is as well that it is so. for I might 
make a bad matter worse, in trying to justify myself. In regard 
to what you said about my remark about. Gen. McClelland, 
you misunderstood me, I think. Did you think that what I 
said about the party that had nominated him f refered to
the individuals, or to their principals? The objection, (and it is 
a very serious one) that I have to the party that framed the 
Chicago platform, and nominated Gen. McClelland, is the po-
sition they have taken in regard to this rebellion and I never 
could vote for any one who would endorse such principals as 
many of them advocate. You may say that Gen. McClelland 
does not endorse the Chicago platform, but that is the very 
worst feature in the case, and has lowered the Gen. in my 
estimation more that any other thing. The Convention had 
adopted their platform, before they made the nomination 
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and he accepts the nomination of the Convention and then 
repudiates their platform. But I did not intend to say so 
much on this subject and am afraid I have said too much 
already. I am very sorry that you are so very sensitive on
in regard to your political opinions. I never expected that any 
such difference of opinion, would ever ^be a cause for unhappiness
with us. You say that it is f impossible for you to change 
your opinions, and I am sorry for that, as you will find it.
I will drop the subject entirely now and forever, and
wish you to do the same. please never to refer to it in your 
letters to me in any way, I would burn what I have writen 
but there is some of it that is nescessary to explain some things
in my other letter. The vest you sent, arrived last night 
all right and I am very glad to get it. I am sorry you are 
getting so short of funds, both for my sake and yours. but there
is a prospect of being paid soon, and then I shall send you 
some. There is no need for you go in to particulars about 
your expenditures, as you know, that I always considered 
you a very prudent little woman, not the least bit extrava
gant. I know it costs a great deal to live now, and want 
you and the children to have all that you need. if it takes 
every cent of money that I can get. I have sent to Elmer 
to send me a box of things, and if you can send my over-
coat and watch to him, he will send them to me. You 
can send them by the stage driver. Direct them to Elmer 
at West Amesbury. I do not like to trouble you. but do 
not see how I can help it. Tell my little Josie not 
to get discouraged about learning to sing, for she is a very
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little girl yet, and has got a long time to learn. I am sure 
she will be a very good singer if she tries. Tell Annie 
I am very glad to hear such a good account of her, and 
hope she will always try to be a good girl, and I know 
she will try and help her sister all she can. I have got 
a large sheet of paper, and fear that I shall not be able 
to fill it. You must not think that you are getting a 
short letter. if the sheet is not full. I am very pleasant
ly situated here, and like better than I expected.
There is every prospect of an important move 
being made here before long. and we all expect that it
will be successfull. The army has the greatest confidence 
in Gen. Grant. and he has confidence in the army. We have 
had very good news from Gen. Sheriden, and the prospect 
for peace, is better than it has ever been before.
The stamps you sent were very acceptable, as I was 
all out. Give my love to mother, I hope to hear that 
she is better when you write again. I will close [illegible*]
now. Hoping you will be, in better spirits when you 
write again. I am as ever
Yours truly
Leander
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